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libation of wine to run out upon the grave. Later 
still, a rude shed appears at one end of the tray, 
and finally, instead of the shed appear the struc- 
tures shown in the accompanying illustrations, 
which in all probability fairly represent the houses 
of the middle class in Egypt. In one, stairs lead to 
the second story, the walls and columns of which 
have been broken away. The living apartments 
were on this floor, while the storeroom was below. 
The first story is interesting for its row of columns 
with bases like those in the Beni-Hassan tombs. 
The other specimen has two large ** wind-con- 
ductors ** or " mul-quf " on the roof, a water tank 
in front with holes for the four posts supporting 
the canopy which covered it, a drain from the 
water tank, and on the left in the courtyard mod- 
elled offerings such as a bulls head, etc. The 
present examples are a gift to the museum from the 
Egyptian Research Account, and date from the IX 
to XII dynasties of the Middle Empire (about 
2,000 B. C). They were found at Rifeh. a small 
village a few miles south of Assiut. Here a ceme- 
tery had been excavated in a gravel bank between 
the cliffs and the river. Gravel washed in over the 
graves by some of the storms that occur at long 
intervals in Egypt had preserved them nearly intact, 
and with them these *' Soul-houses." L. E. R. 



Circular of the Committee on the Mu- 
seum Inviting Annual Subscriptions 

THE Trustees of the Museum of Fine Arts 
gratefully acknowledge the subscriptions re- 
ceived during the past year for current expenses, 
and ask the public to renew this aid. While the 
gift of $ 1 constitutes the giver an Annual Sub- 
scriber of the Museum, a special request to subscribe 
$25, $100 or more is addressed to all who can 
respond to such an appeal. During 1907 annual 
subscriptions to the amount of $1 7,432 were re- 
ceived from 1,097 persons, of whom 279 con- 
tributed $9,307 in amounts larger than $1 0. The 
subscription exceeded that of any previous year 
excepting 1 906, and it is the earnest hope of the 
Trustees that, on the eve of the large increase in 
expenses in moving to the new building, this cordial 
support may continue. 

A review of the work of the year is to be found 
in the Annual Report, which is sent with this cir- 
cular to former subscribers and to others who request 
it. The collections have been increased by gifts 
and purchases, new methods have been devised 
for making the objects displayed more intelligible 
to the public, and much time has been devoted to 
matters connected with the building now in process 
of erection. Never before has the Museum found 
greater recognition in this country and abroad, both 
for the excellence of its collections and for its suc- 
cess in making them useful to the community. 

This appeal for funds is made in behalf of an 
institution which brings honor to the city. The 
maintenance properly falls, not alone on the few 
who can give largely to the collections, but on all 
who are interested in its work. It is hoped that 
very many who have not yet responded to the ap- 
peals for annual contributions will rally to the support 
of an enterprise that needs the constant and generous 
aid of all its well wishers. 

Committee on the Museum : 
Arthur Fairbanks. Francis Bartlett. 

William Sturgis Bigelow. Arthur T. Cabot. 

J. Templeman Coolidge, Jr. Francis L. Higginson. 
Gardiner M. Lane. A. W. Longfellow. 



Denman W. Ross. 



Plans of the Galleries 
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